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_| The San Bernardino attack caught 
America off-guard 


As the American-led crusaders contin- 
ue waging war against the Khilafah, 
more and more Muslims continue 
demonstrating their willingness to 
sacrifice everything precious to them 
for the sake of fulfilling their duty to 
Allah. While many continue to do 
so by undertaking hijrah to the Is- 
lamic State, others do so by defiantly 
terrorizing the crusaders in their very 
strongholds. Such was the case on the 
20° of Safar when Syed Rizwan Fa- 
rook and his wife Tashfeen Malik car- 


ried out an attack on the kuffar in San 
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Bernardino, California and succeeded 
in killing 14 of them and wounding 
22 more. As the operation took place, 
Tashfeen Malik made a post online 
reaffirming their bayah to Amirul- 
Mu'minin, Shaykh Abū Bakr al-Bagh- 
dadi (hafidhahullah). She and her hus- 
band then engaged in a shootout with 
security forces and were killed, thereby 
attaining shahadah in the path of Al- 
lah. We consider them so, and Allah 
is their judge. Thus, the Khilafah’s call 
for the Muslims to strike the crusad- 
ers in their own lands was answered 
once more, but on this particular oc- 
casion the attack was unique. The 
mujahid involved did not suffice with 
embarking upon the noble path of ji- 
had alone. Rather, he conducted the 
operation together with his wife, with 
the two thereby aiding one another in 
righteousness and taqwa. 


Allah % said, {The believing men and 
believing women are allies of one an- 
other. They enjoin what is right and 
forbid what is wrong and establish 
prayer and give zakah and obey Al- 
lah and His Messenger. Those — Allah 





will have mercy upon them. Indeed, 
Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise} 
[At-Tawbah: 71]. The Prophet & 
said, “May Allah have mercy upon a 





man who gets up at night and prays 
and then wakes up his wife who then 
prays, and if she refuses, sprinkles wa- 
ter on her face. May Allah have mercy 
upon a woman who gets up at night 
and prays and then wakes up her hus- 
band who then prays, and if he refuses, 
sprinkles water on his face” [Reported 
by Aba Dawid, an-Nasa’i, and oth- 
ers from Abū Hurayrah]. If this is the 
du’a of the Prophet # for a husband 


and wife who aid each other in getting 





up for qiyam al-layl, how much more 
deserving of Allah's blessing are a hus- 
band and wife who march out togeth- 
er to fight the crusaders in defense of 
the Khilāfah! And the brother’s bless- 
ed wife accompanied him despite the 
fact that combat is not even obligatory 
upon her, but she did not want to lose 
the opportunity for shahādah at a time 
when many “men” of the Ummah have 
turned away from the obligation of ji- 


had. 


Add to this that they were not held 
back by the Dunya from fulfilling 
their obligation to Allah, and proved 
that they were ready to sacrifice what 
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was dearest to them for the sake of re- 
sponding to Allah $, for not only did 
they leave behind their comfortable 
lifestyle, but prior to the operation 
they left their baby daughter in the 
care of others knowing that they likely 
wouldn't see her again in this life. Such 
sacrifices mirror the hardship and difh- 
culty faced by so many Muslims who 
have embarked upon the path to make 
hijrah to the lands of jihad. Many were 
forced to make a choice to either leave 
behind their comfort and luxury, their 
families and friends, their wives and 
children, and their wealth and busi- 
nesses, or to abandon jihād for the 
cause of Allah. Allah & said, {Say, “If 
your fathers, your sons, your broth- 
ers, your wives, your relatives, wealth 
which you have obtained, commerce 
wherein you fear decline, and dwell- 
ings with which you are pleased are 
more beloved to you than Allah and 
His Messenger and jihad in His cause, 
then wait until Allah executes His 
command. And Allah does not guide 
the defiantly disobedient people”} 
[At-Tawbah: 24]. As such, Syed Riz- 
wan Farook and his wife chose Allah 
& and the Hereafter over the Dunya, 
just as the Sahabah did so before them. 


For those who wonder how anyone 
could possibly leave their children be- 
hind in order to fight and be killed for 
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the sake of Allah, we remind them of 
Allah’s promise to care for those left 
behind by the believers. Allah & said, 
{Indeed, those who have said, “Our 
Lord is Allah” and then remained on a 
right course — the angels will descend 
upon them, saying, “Do not fear and 
do not grieve but receive good tidings 
of Jannah, which you were promised. 
We [angels] were your allies in the 
worldly life and are so in the Hereaf- 
ter } [Fussilat: 30-31]. Imam Mujahid, 
the famous mufassir of the Tabi’in, 
said that the meaning of {Do not fear 
and do not grieve} is, “Do not fear that 
which you are heading to of the affairs 
of the Hereafter, and do not grieve 
over what youve left behind of your 
Dunya, including family and children, 
for we will look after all of that for 
you” [At-Tabari]. 


Thus, the believers who do trade with 
Allah will never lose, rather, they only 
stand to profit. {O you who have be- 
lieved, shall I guide you to a transac- 
tion that will save you from a painful 
punishment? It is that you believe in 
Allah and His Messenger and strive 
in the cause of Allah with your wealth 
and your lives. That is best for you, if 
you should know. He will forgive for 
you your sins and admit you to gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow and 
pleasant dwellings in gardens of per- 


petual residence. ‘That is the great at- 
tainment} [As-Saff: 10-12]. 


May Allah accept the sacrifices of our 
noble brother Syed Rizwan Farook and 
his blessed wife, accept them among 
the shuhada’, and use their deeds as 
a means to awaken more Muslims in 


America, Europe, and Australia. 
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